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RATHER:- Cood evening. This is the CES Evening News, Lan
RFGRANISTAN Rather reporting. The Soviet Union hes opened 2 massive
new offensive in Afghenistan. It Includes wave after wWev
of high-2ltitude car el-bonbing by Strategic zircraft zng
large-scale ground combat, The main immediate target

apparently has been the important Fanjshir Velley. Radio
Kabul, controlled by Soviet occupiers, clzimed tocay that
rebel positions in the vélley have been overrun ang
captured. If true, this would open vitzl supply routes
for Soviet forces zs they try to brezk out of what has
been their bogged-down kfghan war. Pentagon correspondent
David Martin hes more.

N
HARTIN: U.S. officials szy thousands of Soviet.iroops,
preceded by hundreds of combat aircraft, have launched the
largest offensive of Russia's four-year war in
Afghanistan, an offénsive marked by the introduction of
new and deadly tactics. ALLM ROMBERS (Stzte Dept.
Spokesmzn): The new elements this year are high-zltitude
saturation bombing by the Soviets and the presence of such
large forces.

W
5

-
&

MARTIN: Xow in its thirg day, th

€ bombing is targeted on
the Panjshir Velley. U.S. sources Say tadger and rencer
aircreft ere flying about 30 high-eltitude sirikes & day
from bases in the Soviet Union, (inaudible)...by the
Soviets since World Wer 1I. The Penjshir Valley is a
major agriculturzl arez znd home cf about 10,000 £fghan
rebels under this man, *imad Hassav, who U.S. officiels
says is the best of the Righen resistznce lezders. The
‘high-altitude bombing is followed by clese-in zir strikes

by helicopters ang frog-foot zircraft. But U.S. sources
Say satellite photos of the bomb craters show & random
pattern which mzkes the zir raids look nore like an
indiscriminate terror tactic then precision strikes
égeinst guerrilla bases. MICEAEL BURCH (Pentagon
Spokesman): It appears thzt the force levels of both
personnel and aircrafi and, agh, armor, these levels mzy be
higher than. ever before.

MARTIN: 4 column of 20,000 Soviei'and-Afgban trocps,
including hundreds of tanks and other armored vehicles is
moving into the vazlley. Over the past severzl weeks, the
Soviets hzve moved an airborne brigade plus about 35
additional helicopters into Kebul. Officials say there is
little the U.S. can do to help the Afghen rebels. Sources
tell CBS News-the CIA is already spending $75 million 2
year on. secret arms shipments to the rebels but that will
not buy the kind of anti-azircraeft wezpors neeced to shoot
down high-flying bombers. Davig Martin, CBS News, the
Fentagon. :
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